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PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.08 pm]: I rise to inform the members of the house 
that the consultation period has opened for the review of the clinical governance of public mental health services. 
This consultation forms part of the review of the clinical governance of public mental health services that I announced 
in May 2018. This review was established in response to recommendations made by the 2017 “Review of Safety 
and Quality in the WA health system” and the 2018 “Sustainable Health Review Interim Report”. Over the next 
three months, health professionals, community and industry groups, consumers and carers are invited to share their 
views via an online survey. 
The McGowan government is committed to ensuring our mental health services provide the best possible care to 
Western Australians. This review will inform the changes that may be necessary to the clinical governance of our 
mental health system. We must continually strive to ensure that clinicians are engaged, the needs of consumers are 
met, and our services are accessible. 
The consumer is at the centre of how we design our mental health system. Consequently, the panel will engage 
with consumer groups to ensure that the needs of the consumer are at the forefront of the panel’s considerations. 
We understand that it is not enough to provide services. People need to be able to find those services and easily 
navigate a system that can be confusing and prevent people from accessing the services they need. The independent 
panel will meet with a range of stakeholders to seek feedback on clinical governance in our public mental health 
services, including roles and responsibilities, processes, system integration, and effectiveness and culture. The 
independent panel comprises a consumer and carer advocate and industry experts, each selected based on their 
experience and expertise within the field of mental health. Panel members include Dr Martin Chapman, chair; 
Professor Bryant Stokes, AM, special ministerial adviser; Ms Margaret Doherty, consumer and carer representative 
and advocate; Dr Peggy Brown, AO; and Dr Grant Sara. Each panel member was selected based on their 
experience and expertise within the field of mental health. This review, led by a team of experts, will provide 
much-needed recommendations to allow necessary improvements to be made. I thank the panel members for 
agreeing to participate in this significant and far-reaching review.  
A final report, including findings and recommendations, will be delivered by 30 June 2019, providing much-needed 
recommendations to allow the necessary improvements to be made.  
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